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Social Europe: More transparent and predictable 
working conditions for workers in EU 
1 August 2022  

On the 1st of August the EU Member States transposed the Directive on transparent and 
predictable working conditions into national law. The Directive provides more extensive and 
updated labour rights and protection to the 182 million workers in the EU. 
Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights, Nicolas Schmit, said: “The Directive on transparent 
and predictable working conditions is a direct response to the fast-changing reality of our 
labour markets. People have the right to more complete information about the conditions of 
their employment and more predictability in their day-to-day lives. The new rules will help 
guarantee quality jobs, give workers stability, and allow them to plan their lives.”   

With the Directive on transparent and predictable working conditions, workers in the EU will 
have the right to: 

• More complete information on the essential aspects of their work, to be received early 

and in writing; 

• A limit to the length of probationary periods at the beginning of the job to six months; 

• Take up another job with another employer; any restrictions to this right need to be 

justified on objective grounds; 

• Be informed within a reasonable period in advance when work will have to be done – 
especially for workers with unpredictable working schedules and on-demand work; 

• Effective measures that prevent abuse of zero-hour contract work; 

• Receive a written reply to a request for transfer to another more secure job; 
• Receive cost-free mandatory training related to the job where the employer has a duty 

to provide this. 

 

More information here.  

 
 
 
 



 
 

Commission proposes fishing opportunities for 
2023 in the Baltic Sea in an effort to recover 
species 
23 August 2022 

On the 23 of August the European Commission adopted its proposal for fishing opportunities for 
2023 for the Baltic Sea. Based on this proposal, EU countries will determine the maximum 
quantities of the most important commercial fish species that can be caught in the sea basin. 

The Commission proposes to increase fishing opportunities for central herring and plaice, while 
maintaining the current levels for salmon and the levels of by-catch of western and eastern cod, 
as well as western herring. The Commission proposes to decrease fishing opportunities for the 
four remaining stocks covered by the proposal, in order to improve the sustainability of those 
stocks and to allow them to recover. 

Over the past decade, EU fishermen and women, industry and public authorities have made 
major efforts to rebuild fish stocks in the Baltic Sea. However, commercial stocks of western and 
eastern cod, western herring, and the many salmon stocks in both the southern Baltic Sea and 
the rivers of the southern Baltic EU Member States are under severe environmental pressure 
from habitat loss, due to the degradation of their living environment. 
 
More information here  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Commission decides to register new European 
Citizens’ Initiative on tobacco. 
24 August 2022 

On the 24th, the European Commission decided to register a European Citizens' Initiative (ECI) 
entitled ‘Call to achieve a tobacco-free environment and the first European tobacco-free 
generation by 2030'. The organisers of the initiative call on the Commission to propose 
legislation to save new generations from falling into tobacco addiction, to act against related 
environmental dangers and against smoking. More specifically, they ask the Commission to 
propose legal acts to end the sale of tobacco and nicotine products to citizens born in 2010 
onwards.  
 
The initiative also calls on specific measures to achieve tobacco-free and cigarette butt-free 
beaches and riverbanks, create a European network of tobacco and cigarette butt-free national 
parks, to extend outdoor vapour-free spaces, and to eliminate tobacco advertising and its 
presence in audiovisual productions and social media. 
 
More information here  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 


